Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 QUITO 04573 111733Z 
70 

ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-20 CIAE-00 DODE-OO HEW-08 INR-10 

NSAE-00 PA-04 PRS-01 RSC-01 SCA-01 USIA-15 SWF-02 

DRC-01 /084W 

088494 

R 111655Z IUL 74 

FM AMEMBASSY QUITO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1710 

INFO: RUES QIP/AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL 5968 

AMEMBASSY CARACAS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE QUITO 4573 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, EC 

SUBJECT: DAMAGE AND RELIEF EFFORTS IN AMAZON REGION 
REF: A) QUITO 4508 B) QUITO 4519 C) QUITO 4521 

1. RECENT TORRENTIAL RAINS IN ECUADOR'S AMAZON REGION HAVE 
RESULTED IN EXTENSIVE FLOODING, SERIOUS PROPERTY DAMAGE, AND 
LOSS OF LIFE. 

2. DAMAGE CAUSED BY FLOODING IS EXTENSIVE, ESPECIALLY TO 

THE PETROLEUM PIPELINE, COMMUNICATIONS, MAJOR BRIDGES, ROADS, 
INCLUDING THOSE LEADING IN AND OUT OF THE OILFIELDS, AND PRI- 
VATE PROPERTY, BUT FIGURES ARE NOT YET AVAILABLE DUE TO CONDI 
TIONS IN THE AREA WHICH HAMPER EFFECTIVE INSPECTION AND 
COMMUNICATION. SEVERAL COMMUNITIES ARE STILL ISOLATED AND 
THERE HAS BEEN SOME LOSS OF LIFE. PRESIDENT RODRIGUEZ HAS IN 
STRUCTED THE NATIONAL CIVIL DEFENSE OFFICE TO COORDINATE RELIEF 
EFFORTS. BASED ON THIS OFFICE'S INITIAL SURVEY, THE REGION 
MAY BE DECLARED A DISASTER AREA. 

3. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAVE FLOWN OVER THE AREA TO INSPECT 
THE DAMAGE AND THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE IS PROVIDING AIR TRANS- 
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THE ECUADOREAN RED CROSS IS ALSO PROVIDING RELIEF TO THE VIC- 
TIMS. THE ARMY ENGINEERING CORPS IS UNDERTAKING THE REPAIR OF 
ROADS, ESPECIALLY IN THE PAPALLACTA-BAEZA SECTOR WHICH IS THE 
ONE MOST AFFECTED, AS WELL AS WORKING WITH THE MINISTRY OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE PETROLEUM COMPANIES IN ORDER TO 
RESUME OPERATION OF THE PIPELINE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

4. REPORTS ON DAMAGE TO THE PIPELINE ARE STILL INCOMPLETE 
BUT A TEMPORARY BY-PASS SYSTEM IS BEING INSTALLED. THE SUS- 
PENSION OF PETROLEUM EXPORTS IS EXPECTED TO RESULT IN A LOSS 
OF INCOME OF APPROXIMATELY $1.7 MILLION A DAY TO THE GOE. 

5. OFFICIAL FIGURES NOTE AT LEAST FIVE DEATHS WITH POSSIBLY 
MORE VICTIMS TO BE FOUND AS RELIEF EFFORTS CONTINUE. 
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